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Ms Margaret Ritchie MLA
Minister of the Department of Social Development

Northern Ireland Assembly 

Parliament Buildings 

Belfast

BT4 3XX
Dear Minister,

 

I am writing on behalf of the Scottish & Northern Ireland Plumbing Employers’ Federation (SNIPEF) which is the principal Trade Organisation representing nearly 800 plumbing and heating businesses in Northern Ireland and Scotland and who between them employ nearly 4000 operatives. As with many sectors the plumbing and heating industry in Northern Ireland has suffered severely from the impact of the economic recession and many of our members have cut jobs and have reduced the number of apprentices they recruit as a result.
 
Your recent announcement which advised “"Although I support a local boiler scrappage scheme similar to the English model, my first concern, as minister with responsibility for the fuel poverty strategy, is the alleviation of fuel poverty in vulnerable households" has dismayed both ourselves and our members in Northern Ireland. 
We feel that the introduction of an unrestricted  Boiler Scrappage scheme would be an excellent opportunity for the NI Assembly to not only provide an economic stimulus for the sector both from a workload and an employment prospective but also a chance to assist your own targets in reducing the carbon footprint and at the same time help to reduce the fuel costs for many who will be operating uneconomical boilers but who are likely to fall outwith any future support package you introduce which you state will only be aimed at vulnerable households. 

 

The Energy Saving Trust estimates that there are around 500,000 boilers which fall in the E, F or G rated SEDBUK energy efficiency rating currently installed in Northern Ireland and a simple yet effective boiler scrappage scheme will do much to tackle this issue. The following table taken from the SEBUK website shows how much a householder will save by replacing an inefficient boiler. 

 
	Typical Annual Fuel Costs

	 
	Seasonal efficiency
	Flat
	Bungalow
	Terraced
	Semi-detached
	Detached

	Old boiler (heavy weight)
	55%
	£267
	£341
	£354
	£397
	£550

	Old boiler (light weight)
	65%
	£231
	£293
	£304
	£340
	£470

	New boiler (non-condensing)
	78%
	£197
	£249
	£258
	£289
	£396

	New boiler (condensing)
	88%
	£178
	£224
	£232
	£259
	£355


 

 

To assist in your consideration of this issue we have prepared the attached paper which sets out a number of points which we feel will assist you and your officials in re-examining this issue.

 

a)  Any scheme should be expanded to include E and F SEDBUK rated boilers:

b)  Householders must be advised that replacing an E, F or G rated boiler is often going to mean more than just replacing their boiler;

c)  Installations must be undertaken by properly qualified businesses who employ qualified and competent operatives and who offer consumers the safeguard of an independent third party complaints process and a no cost warranty scheme.

d)  Any scheme must not be over bureaucratic nor burdensome on consumers or installers and must be unrestricted.

 

In view of the importance of this issue we would ask for a meeting with you and your officials to expand on some of these issues further. SNIPEF has a local branch in Northern Ireland and their President, Mr. Alan Turner, who runs a plumbing and heating business in Belfast has expressed his wholehearted support for a scrappage scheme. 

Mr. Turner would also like to attend any meeting which we arrange so that you and your colleagues can hear at first hand the very difficult climate the sector is operating in.

 

I look forward to hearing from you.

 
Robert D Burgon BA (Hons), M.Litt, FPMI, Hon FCIPHE, FIPA
Director & Secretary
Enc
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